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the latter was almost a private act, and wrought ex-
pressly for the comfort of the brethren, not for the con-
viction of unbelievers ; and though the former was the
means of converting many in the neighbourhood, yet it
was wrought at Joppa, among a number of " widows"
and "saints," not in Jerusalem, where the jealous eyes
of enemies would have been directed upon it In
the same book there are three instances of the gift of
tongues, at Pentecost, in Cornelius's house, and at Ephe-
sus on the confirmation of St. John's disciples. There
is one instance of protection from the bite of serpents,
that of St. Paul at Melita. There is no instance of
cleansing leprosy, or of drinking poison without harm*
With .this frugality in the display of their highest gifts
is singularly contrasted the bountifulnessofthe Apos-
tles in exercisingtheir powers of healing and exorcising.
" They brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid
them on beds and couches, that at the hast the shadow
of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them.
There came also a multitude out of the cities round
afout unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and them that
<were vexed with unclean spirits ; and they were tiealed
every one" Again, when St. Philip went doWri to Sa*
maria, and " the people with one accord gave heed uhf6
those things which Philip spake, hearing ay^. se^g
the miracles which he did," what were the ^particular
gifts which he exercised ? the inspired writer continues,
" For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out